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By Bob Randall (11) 64-66

None of us who trained for the 
Nigerian Peace Corps at Columbia 
University in 1964 was a newborn baby. 
We all had our reasons for signing on. I 
had a new mathematics and chemistry 
degree from Bucknell, had grown up 
in Princeton, New Jersey, and was 
absolutely certain I wanted no part of 
the war I saw building in Southeast 
Asia. I also wasn’t sure what I wanted 
to do in life, had a strong service-to-
others orientation, and was, I now see, 
still grieving from a series of devastating 
deaths in my family. I also had benefited 
in high school from the 1947 New 
Jersey Supreme Court decision to 
desegregate the schools:  Though my 
descent is Quebecoise Vermont farmer 
and European by way of Australia, my 
best high school teacher was an African 
American history teacher who got me 
interested in learning, reading books, 
and Africa. At Bucknell I also had an 
anthropology professor who had done 
research in Calabar, and who got me 
interested in Nigeria and learning 
languages there. So I asked the Peace 
Corps to send me to Yoruba country.

In training, at Columbia, I worked 
hard on Yoruba, but somewhere after 
training, a decision was made to send 
me to the North, and in the fall of 
1964 I arrived in Birnin Kudu, 90 miles 
southeast of Kano on the Maiduguri road 
in what was then Kano Province.

The people there were mainly Hausa-
Fulani and those not at the school spoke 
no English. I didn’t even know how to 
greet people when I arrived, but got 
pretty good in Hausa by the time I left 
27 months later.

At Birnin Kudu Government 
Secondary School (BK), I taught a 
lot of mathematics (as a 22-year-old 
department head), and much else—
science, ESL, literature, West African 
geography. I also worked with tennis and 
basketball teams, operated the library, the 
first aid station and the “ambulance.”

There were many high points. For 

the first time in my life I felt needed and 
productive.

We graduated the first class from 
only the second predominantly Muslim 
government high school in Kano 
Province.

I helped get a student an eye 
operation and saved more than one 
person’s life through timely diagnosis and 
movement to 
the hospital.

We saw 
electricity 
come to 
the school, 
got rid of 
the painted 
boards 
used as 
blackboards, 
and abolished 
British math 
texts that 
had students 
doing 
problems 
with obsolete 
money and 
weights concepts like stones and farthings.

I made many friends and loved it 
so much that for a while I considered 
staying there permanently.

But the negatives proved 
overwhelming. Infant mortality was over 
50%. Students got deadly diseases and 
were chronically infected. I knew two 
women who died in childbirth.

The national government meanwhile 
imploded with a multiple-assassination 
coup in January 1966 and a counter 
coup in July. Then there was a series 
of horrific ethnocidal massacres in 
parts of the country where one group 
outnumbered the other.

I knew Christians from the Southeast 
living in the north who were killed (like 
a Calabari who worked for the Peace 
Corps in Kano) as well as a BK Muslim 
student living in the Southeast who was 
killed there. And I had had conversations 
with both Hausa and Igbo who each 
expressed the most racist hate rhetoric I 

have ever heard anywhere.
In October we were in Kano for 

Independence Day when rampaging 
soldiers killed people all night long. 
We escaped by fleeing to the European 
sector. Sabon Gari in Kano was a ghost 
town when we visited our bullet-riddled 
rest flat a month later.  And tens of 
thousands were reported killed.

A PCV 
in Kano later 
told me his 
Shakespeare 
students had 
participated in 
the massacres 
because 
they wanted 
jobs and the southerners wouldn’t hire 
Muslims. (So is graduating Muslims 
good? we asked.)

I left Nigeria on my scheduled date 
just a month and a half later and have 
never been back, but I visit in my mind 
much more than I would like. What I 
took from the experience, though, has 
guided my life. I learned that there are 
horrendous problems on this planet 
whose solutions are difficult if not 
intractable. And that working on them 
is not only the right thing to do, and the 
necessary thing to do, but also one of the 
most satisfying things to do.

It’s a Marathon, Not a Sprint

Then and Now

Bob, 1965, with his school librarians. 
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Bob, 2005, with Houston community 
gardeners.

I enrolled in an MA Anthropology 
program at what is now Binghamton 
University. This program offered 
teaching assistantships to returned 

PCVs seeking to change out of other 
college majors. I loved the work at 
Binghamton—especially the opportunity 
to do biological and mathematical 
anthropology. I wrote an MA thesis on 
the salt and food trade in the Niger-
Nigeria border area, but the biggest 
improvement was personal.

I met and married Nancy Edwards, 
a returned PCV from India who had 
majored in biology at Harvard and 
taught kitchen gardening in Hyderabad. 
Nancy and I will have been married 42 
years in August, and we have a son and 
daughter-in-law in Colorado.

After Binghamton we moved to 
fellowships at Berkeley and were there 
for all but two years from 1968-75 
while both of us pursued doctoral 
studies. We spent 15 months doing 
our doctoral research projects on a 
small island between Mindanao and 
Borneo—both of us on various aspects 
of the food systems. We lived in a 
three-room house with 13 Samal. Both 
Berkeley and the Philippines had major 
militant operations while we were 
there, so after Nigeria I found myself 
increasingly requiring the theories I 
taught for 16 years in anthropology 
classes to be able to help deal with 
the causes and solutions to organized 
violence.

I taught in British Columbia 
(Univ. Victoria), Southern California 
(UC Riverside), and then Houston 
(Univ. Houston). I also published 

lots of academic articles on 
everything from multi-lingualism 
challenges in Philippine schools 
to the cognitive development of 
fishing-technique knowledge in 
Samal children. I published a 
well-received article on explosives 
fishing in Human Nature but 
generally got bored with the 
pressures to publish minutia that 
research-grant-craving universities 
seem to prefer.

In 1986, I lost my tenure 
fight to a combination of 
departmental-rivalry politics 
and the Texas economy’s latest 
collapse. That proved a godsend.

While job-hunting elsewhere, I 
became involved in a community gardens 
project started by an anti-hunger group 
and a VISTA volunteer trying to cope 
with what was a strongly increasing 
trend toward a million Houston area 
emergency requests for food. After a 
year of volunteering, I went on staff and 
immediately found myself enjoying the 
old Peace Corps type challenge (and 
salary!), but this time in an American 
city.

We started with not even a phone 
or desk and seven years later when we 
left the Hunger Coalition to start Urban 
Harvest (www.urbanharvest.org), we 
had just $500. But when I retired in 
2008 after 21 years leading the effort, we 
had 11 full-time-equivalent staff and a 
budget of $850K.

More importantly, Urban Harvest 
had become the fourth largest 
community gardening program in 
North America and probably the largest 
outdoor classroom program at schools 
anywhere. We have also started the first 
true farmers’ market in Southeast Texas 
since World War II, teach about 100 
organic gardening and sustainability 
(permaculture) classes a year, run 
an educational network of organic 
landscaping businesses, and an annual 
fruit tree sale that last January sold 

$150,000 gross in fruit trees in just three 
hours. My gardening book is in its 12th 
edition and is a local best seller.

We have done this with more than 
400 five-year+ supporters. But the ability 
to attract them and keep them came 
from Peace Corps experiences I had—
especially learning to unite diversity as a 
strength, articulating vision that engages, 
consensus planning so effort is rewarded, 
and realizing that nothing much can 
be changed quickly. In change efforts, 
sprinters fail and marathoners win.

I have been publicly recognized 
for these efforts many times. I have 
given keynotes to food and gardening 
conferences in Philadelphia and Atlanta 
and have received much locally. I got 
a $50,000 award for Public Health 
Leadership, an environmental lifetime 
achievement award, a peace and 
justice award for sustainable global 
environment, and a hunger fighting 
agency’s humanitarian award.

Although they were given to me, the 
effort was of course that of a large group. 
The Peace Corps organization and my 
fellow PCVs and VISTAs that got me 
started deserve credit too. This idea of 
midwifing change is indeed a powerful 
concept, even if it has to be learned over 
decades!

Then and Now

Bob with the sign for the garden 
project he coordinated for more than 

a decade.
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Edited by Virginia Delancey  (04) 62-64

Nigeria Mourns the Death of 
President Yar’Adua

Nigeria mourns the death of 
President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua who 
passed away on May 5, 2010 at the age 
of 58. President Yar’Adua had been in 
poor health throughout his tenure as 
President, but his condition worsened in 
recent months. In November, he flew to 
Saudi Arabia for treatment for a serious 
heart condition, acute pericarditis, and 
remained there until February when he 
returned to Nigeria. He never appeared in 
public, however, after he returned.

President Yar’Adua was born August 
18, 1951 in Katsina where he was 
also laid to rest on May 6. He was the 
son of the former Minister for Lagos 
during the First Republic, Alhaji Musa 
Yar’Adua. After graduating from Ahmadu 
Bello University, Zaria, with a B.Sc. in 
Education and Chemistry and a M.Sc. 
Degree in Analytical Chemistry, he was 
a lecturer at the College of Arts, Science 
and Technology in Zaria, 1976 to 1979, 
the General Manager of Sambo Farms 
Ltd. In Katsina State, 1983-1989, a Board 
Member of the Katsina State Farmers 
Supply Company, 1984-1985, a member 
of the Governing Council of Katsina 
College of Arts, Science and Technology 
Zaria and Katsina Polytechnic, 1978 
and 1983, the Board Chairman of 
Katsina State Investment and Property 
Development Company 1994-1995, and 
a director of many companies over the 
years.

President Yar’Adua began his political 
career as a member of the People’s 
Redemption Party, 1979-1983. He was 
a member of the Constituent Assembly 
in 1988 and served as the governor of 
Katsina State two times between May 29, 
1999 and May 28 2007. He was selected 
as the presidential candidate of the PDP 
in December 2006 and was elected in 
April 2007.    

President Yar’Adua had been married 
to his wife Turai since 1975, and they 
had seven children. From 1992 to 1997 
he was married to a second wife Hauwa 
Umar Radda, who gave birth to two 
children. One of his daughters, Zainab, is 

married to the Kebbi State Governor, and 
another daughter is married to the Bauchi 
State Governor. (Source: Daily Trust, 
5/6/10).

Goodluck Jonathan is Sworn in as 
President

Goodluck Jonathan took the oath 
of office as the President of Nigeria, 
Thursday morning, May 6, following the 
death of President Yar’Adua. Jonathan 
had been serving as Acting President 
since early February, due to the health 
incapacitation of President Yar’Adua.  

President Jonathan, age 52, was born 
November 20, 1957 in Otueke in the 
former Eastern Region, now Bayelsa 
State. After graduating secondary school 
with distinction, he worked initially as a 
Preventive Officer with the Department 
of Customs and Excise before gaining 
admission to the Department of Zoology 
in 1977 as a pioneer student of the 
University of Port Harcourt where he 
earned a B.Sc. He worked initially in 
the Youth Corps, and later became a 
classroom teacher in Rivers State where 
he rose to the rank of Science Inspector of 
Education in the Ministry of Education. 
He later became a lecturer in the 
Department of Biological Sciences in the 
Rivers State College of Education, Port 
Harcourt. He then returned to university 
studies and earned a Master’s Degree in 
Hydro-Biology and Fisheries Biology 
and then a Ph.D. in Zoology from the 
University of Port Harcourt. Presidents 
Jonathan and Yar’Adua are the only two 
presidents of Nigeria who completed a 
university degree.

With the creation of the Oil 
Minerals Producing Areas Development 
Commission in 1992, Jonathan was 
appointed Assistant Director, Ecology, 
in the Directorate of Environmental 
Protection and Pollution Control. He left 
the service of the Commission in 1998 
when he entered politics.  

While serving as Acting President, 
Jonathan’s actions stressed the economy. 
He freed up more than $2 billion from 
Nigeria’s excess crude oil account to 
help fund state governments, while his 
primary focus was driving down double-

digit inflation, boosting electricity 
supplies, and getting the 2010 budget 
through parliament. He also focused on 
other critical sectors, including power, 
infrastructure, security, generation of 
employment, and business opportunities 
for the young men and women of the 
country. (Source: This Day [Lagos], 
5/7/10; VOANews.com [Abuja], 2/15/10, 
5/6/10).

Selection of New Vice President 
Raised Questions

Following the death of the President 
and the succession of the Vice President 
to the office of President, a new Vice 
President of Nigeria had to be selected. 
Contrary to popular opinion, however, 
President Jonathan could not, under 
the law, appoint anyone he wished to 
be the new Vice President, without the 
endorsement of the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), the ruling party. The 
Constitution of Nigeria states that the 
President shall nominate and, with the 
approval of each House of the National 
Assembly, appoint a new Vice President. 
Section 143 (3) of the constitution 
provides for who has the powers to 
appoint, in the event that the position of 
the vice president becomes vacant, but 
it is silent on the role of the ruling party. 
Yet, it has been suggested that Section 143 
(3) must be read along with section 142 
which provides for the qualifications of a 
candidate. Although the two sections read 
together, suggest logically that the ruling 
party must approve the selection, the 
process can still be considered debatable.

President Jonathan met with former 
President Olusegun Obasanjo who, 
according to the media and the head of 
the Presidential Advisory Committee, 
pressured President Jonathan to select 
Sokoto State Deputy Governor Muktari 
Shagari, Governor Murtala Nyako of 
Adamawa State, or Governor Sule Lamido 
of Jigawa State as Vice President. Other 
sources suggest that the President favored 
former minister of the Federal Capital 
Territory, Mallam Nasiru El-Rufia, in 
keeping with his alleged deal with the 
U.S. government. It was suggested, 
however, that the President might surprise 

Nigeria News
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everyone and select the Minister of State 
for Defense, Abdulmutallab Yar’Adua. 
The PDP governors also wanted to have 
input and favored Kwara State governor, 
Bukola Saraki or any other governor 
nominated by them. (Sources: Daily 
Champion, 5/8/10; Daily Trust, 5/10/10; 
This Day [Lagos], 5/10/10; Vanguard 
[Lagos], 5/10/10).

Namadi Sambo is New Vice 
President

The National Assembly approved 
Namadi Sambo as the new vice president 
of Nigeria on May 18. President 
Jonathan’s final choice of a deputy with 
little national experience has raised 
speculation that he will run in next year’s 
presidential election and challenge the 
informal power-sharing between Muslims 
and Christians. There were several high 
profile candidates for the position, 
any of whom would have become the 
ruling-party frontrunner for next year’s 
election, as the unofficial regional power 
sharing agreement precludes President 
Jonathan from running because he is 
from southern Nigeria. However, Mr. 
Jonathan nominated Kaduna state 
governor Namadi Sambo, a less-obviously 
ambitious politician with a solid record 
of financial management and little 
nationwide experience. Mr. Sambo is an 
architect who has worked in the public 
and private sector in Nigeria. He helped 
develop agriculture in Kaduna State, as 
well as improve the water and electricity 
infrastructure in the region.  (Sources: 
VOANews.com, 5/13/10, [Niamey] 
5/18/10).

Zoning Causes Controversy for 
2011 Elections

It is speculated widely that President 
Jonathan wants to contest the presidential 
election of 2011, and the issue is dividing 
the PDP party which has had a policy of 
zoning, or rotating the presidency between 
the North and the South of the country 
in successive elections. The most recent 
election brought the North to power, 
though the death of President Yar’Adua 
brought Goodluck Jonathan, a southerner 
to the presidency. The question now is 

whether President Jonathan can run for 
the presidency in 2011 or whether the 
office must return to a northern candidate 
according to the zoning policy of the PDP 
party. The PDP insists that its presidential 
ticket remains zoned to the northern part 
of the country. Already, three northerners, 
General Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida 
(rtd), National Security Adviser, General 
Aliyu Mohammed Gusau (rtd) and 
former Vice President Atiku Abubakar are 
said to be in the race for the presidency 
next year, although Gusau and Atiku have 
not made their ambition public. (Source: 
This Day [Abuja], 5/3/10; Vanguard, 
5/2/10).

Nigeria has a New First Lady
As Goodluck Jonathan took the 

oath of office to become the President 
of Nigeria, his wife Patience became the 
country’s new First Lady. She became 
the First Lady of Bayelsa State when her 
husband took over from his predecessor 
who was impeached following his arrest for 
money laundering in the UK in 2005. As 
a teacher by training, Patience Jonathan’s 
contributions in Bayelsa State were to 
educational development, and it has been 
suggested that she might focus on primary 
and secondary school levels as First Lady 
of Nigeria. She comes from Okrika, in 
Rivers State, but she is familiar with many 
parts of the country and is interested in 
different cultures and languages, as well as 
festivals and tourism. There is, perhaps, a 
cloud over her reputation, however, as it 
has been reported that in August, 2006, 
the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) agents seized N104 
million ($687,977) from Nancy Ebere 
Nwosu, said to be an associate of Mrs. 
Jonathan, and the High Court gave the 
EFCC permission to retain the money 
pending the conclusion of an investigation. 
In addition, on September 11, 2006, the 
Commission seized $13.5 million from 
Patience Jonathan. The investigation into 
these two incidents remains outstanding, 
and Mrs. Jonathan may have to answer 
some difficult questions, some day in the 
future. (Source: 234next.com, 5/8/10; This 
Day [Lagos], 5/7/10).

Officials Request Investigation of 
Yar’Adua’s Death

Chief Adeniyi Akintola, a member 
of the inner bar, has asked the Federal 
Government to investigate the 
circumstances surrounding the death of 
President Yar’Adua. He requested the 
government to probe all the handlers of 
the late president for the roles they played 
during his ill health, saying that Nigerians 
deserve to know the last moments of their 
president, including the drugs that were 
administered to him, the doctor who 
treated him in his last moments, and the 
treatments he received. He has asked how 
foreign doctors were flown into Nigeria 
without the knowledge of the Federal 
Government and whether those doctors 
were licensed to practice in Nigeria. He 
maintains that even the acting President 
at the time did not have any information 
about the President’s health. 

The National Chairman of the 
Citizens Popular Party (CPP), Maxi 
Okwu, also accused former President 
Obasanjo and other persons of being 
responsible for the death of President 
Yar’Adua. He maintained that those 
who drafted him into the Presidential 
race from rural Katsina when he did not 
overtly seek that office owe the nation 
an explanation and sanction, and he 
claimed that those who held him hostage 
and shrouded his health situation in 
utmost secrecy for so long must account 
to the nation. (Source: Daily Independent 
[Lagos], 5/6/10; Vanguard, 5/7/10).

President Jonathan Prepares to 
Visit Rivers State

One of the first actions that President 
Jonathan intends to take is to visit 
Rivers State. He intends to meet with 
regional leaders and discuss militancy in 
the region, as well as the government’s 
amnesty program for the area. He knows 
the area well, as he has lived the greater 
part of his life in Port Harcourt, the 
capital of Rivers State, and he has studied 
and taught at the University of Port 
Harcourt. In addition to the discussions, 
the president is expected to commission 
a number of projects, in line with the 
administration’s goal of improving the 

Nigeria News
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lives of the people in the region. The 
projects include roads, primary schools, 
and a power plant. He is also expected to 
lay the foundation stone of a monorail 
in the area. (Source: VOANews.com 
[Washington, DC], 5/10/10).

Nigeria’s Parliament Debates New 
Oil Law

Nigeria’s parliament has been 
debating a new oil law that foreign 
companies say could drive away billions 
of dollars in future investment but that 
the government’s petroleum ministry 
says will recoup hundreds of millions of 
lost tax dollars. The bill would allow the 
government to renegotiate old contracts, 
increase costs for oil companies and 
reclaim land that is not yet explored. 
The petroleum ministry says the new 
law would recoup nearly $300 million a 
month in lost tax revenue, but oil firms 
say it would make future exploration 
in Nigeria unprofitable, driving away 
investment.

The bill would break up the old 
state-run oil company into smaller, 
profit-driven units better able to reap 
international capital markets. Members of 
parliament say that Nigeria’s oil revenue 
will still be less than that of Angola or 
Ghana, and the bill would keep more 
of the money invested in Nigeria. The 
government says that 80 percent of oil 
investment now ends up outside the 
country. (Source: VOANews.com [Abuja], 
3/3/10). 

U.S. Official Calls for Nigerian 
Electoral Reforms

Assistant Secretary of State for African 
Affairs Johnnie Carson testified before the 
U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
in February, following a five-day visit 
to Nigeria. He said that he held many 
discussions on Nigeria’s electoral process 
during his visit and expressed U.S. 
concerns and criticisms. He said that he 
stressed that Nigeria’s next presidential 
and national assembly elections, scheduled 
for April 2011, must be credible. They 
must be free, fair and transparent and 
they must be a significant improvement 
over the country’s 2007 presidential 

elections, which were deeply embarrassing 
and deeply flawed. He singled out the 
country’s electoral commission (INEC) 
for criticism and called for new leadership 
for it.

Domestic and international security 
was a major topic during Carson’s trip, 
as a result of the failed attempt last 
December by a young Nigerian to blow 
up a U.S.-bound jetliner. Carson stated 
that the US seeks to enhance Nigeria’s 
role as a U.S. partner on regional security, 
but also to bolster its ability to combat 
violent extremism within its own borders. 
(Source: VOANews.com, 2/23/10).

Trafficking Convictions Increase 
Slowly

Interceptions and convictions of 
human traffickers and smugglers have 
risen in Nigeria each year since the 
government passed legislation to ban 
the practice in 2005, but the volume 
of trafficking is still high. Nigeria uses 
the UN definition of trafficking which 
includes recruiting, transporting, 
harboring or receiving people through use 
of force or coercion, abduction, or fraud, 
and exploiting a person in a position of 
vulnerability for forced labor or servitude. 
The number trafficked each year in 
Nigeria is unknown—the only figures 
on record are the number of people law 
enforcement officers have intercepted 
since the National Agency Prohibiting 
Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) was 
set up in 2004. Over 4,000 victims were 
intercepted between 2004 and the end of 
2009, with the number rising each year to 
reach 1,000 in 2007 and 1,269 in 2008.  
Prosecutions have risen steadily, with 67 
traffickers convicted between 2004 and 
the end of 2009.

Most children trafficked and smuggled 
in Nigeria are sent by families to work as 
domestic laborers, with a minority used 
as street beggars, or sold into marriage 
or to illegal orphanages. Families pay 
middlemen to take children across the 
borders to West African destinations like 
Togo and Cameroon, or north to Saudi 
Arabia. According to UNICEF, poverty 
is still the main reason that families push 
children to leave home to find work. 

(Source: IRIN [Awka], 3/15/10). 

Interpol Takes Former State 
Governor into Custody

James Ibori, former Governor of 
Delta State, was taken into custody in 
Dubai by the international policy agency 
Interpol. Ibori is wanted on corruption 
charges for money laundering in both 
Nigeria and Britain where several of his 
associates are under investigation. He is 
accused of using shares in a state-owned 
bank to secure a $290 million private loan 
from another bank. Ibori says that the 
accusations are politically motivated.

Ibori was granted bail, and Nigeria 
officials are consulting with Britain on 
where Ibori will stand trial. (Source: 
VOANews.com, 5//13/10).

Group Accuses Police of Extra-
Judicial Killings and Rape

The Open Society Justice Initiative 
and Network on Police Reform in 
Nigeria has accused the Nigeria Police of 
committing extra-judicial killings, torture, 
rape, and extortion with relative impunity. 
The report, “Criminal Force: Torture, 
Abuse, and Extrajudicial Killings by the 
Nigeria Police Force” said that Nigeria 
Police Force personnel routinely carry out 
summary executions of persons accused 
or suspected of crime, rely on torture as a 
principal means of investigation, commit 
rape of both sexes, with a particular focus 
on sex workers, and engage in extortion at 
nearly every opportunity. The report says 
that the government has acknowledged 
these problems and promised to address 
them in the past, but abuses have 
continued with no real accountability. 
The findings are based upon independent 
field monitoring and investigation at 
over 400 police stations and posts in 
14 states and territories in Nigeria from 
February 2007 to January 2009. Research 
was augmented by a review of relevant 
legislation, case law, and official reports, 
as well as secondary materials, including 
newspaper articles and non-governmental 
organization reports. (Source: IRIN 
[Dakar], 5/21/10; Vanguard, 5/24/10).

New UN Development Report
The new Human Development 
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Report 2008-2009, released in December 
2009, highlighted agreement of 
development experts on the declared 
goal of “growth with equity” for Nigeria. 
Between 1985 and 2004, however, 
inequality in Nigeria worsened from 0.43 
to 0.49, placing the country among those 
with the highest inequality levels in the 
world. The existing poverty is partly a 
result of high inequality which manifests 
in highly unequal income distribution and 
differential access to basic infrastructure, 
education, training and job opportunities. 
A press release and summary of the report, 
as well as the full report, are available on 
the website of the UNDP in Nigeria, at 
http://www.ng.undp.org. (Source: Africa 
Focus Bulletin, 3/5/10).  

Government Approves Funds for 
Nigeria’s World Cup Participation

The federal Government has approved 
a budget of over $8 million for the 
country’s participation in the World Cup 
in South Africa in June. This will cover 
the players’ match bonuses and allowances 
as well as hotel accommodation during 
the tournament, as the world football 
governing body FIFA will only subsidize a 
player’s boarding by $400 a night. Nigeria 
will pay $7,000 a night for rooms at its 
new World Cup training base at the 4-star 
Waterfront Hotel at Richards Bay.

In addition to the World Cup, the 
government approved a budget of over 
$3 million for the recent Africa Cup of 
Nations competition in Angola, although 
the NFF reportedly spent about $4.6 
million. (Source: Daily Champion [Lagos], 
5/7/10).

King Sunny Ade Produces Another 
Classic Album

Juju music maestro King Sunny 
Ade has shown why lovers of his style of 
music may never grow tired of any work 
from him. His latest work, Ayo Owuro 
(Morning Joy) is another classic. One 
of the tracks in his latest album is a 16 
minute dedication to the quintessential 
African businessman, Dr. Mike Adenuga 
Jr. Sunny Ade’s rendition of the track 
sets him apart as the master of what 
Yoruba music lovers call alujo (danceable) 

Juju genre. The review claims that it 
is irresistible, that anyone who listens 
will take to moving to the rhythm of 
the music in appreciation of the beauty 
of the song. In it, Sunny Ade describes 
Dr. Adenuga as “Giwa tin se ile, Giwa 
ti n s’oko” (the leader who is excellent 
in all areas) and adds that he has been 
exceedingly successful because “ko te lowo 
onile, ko baje lowo alejo” (he is loved 
by everyone).  Elsewhere he sings of the 
qualities which are not usually possessed 
by many businessmen—aje (acumen), 
owo (money), ola (wealth) and iyi 
(influence)—as he sings of the legendary 
generosity of Dr. Adenuga. (Source: 
Vanguard, 1/29/10).

Illicit Traffic in Artifacts 
Undermines Nigeria’s Tourism

Prof. Folarin Shyllon, University of 
Ibadan, has called for the amendment of 
the National Commission for Museums 
and Monuments (NCMM) Act of 
1979. According to him, the current 
laws of the NCMM are inadequate to 
cope with the modern manifestations of 
looting and illicit trade in antiquities. 
He also maintained that the NCMM 
has not been assertive enough to protect, 
conserve, and preserve Nigeria’s historical 
culture. He noted that the international 
market in illicitly acquired arts and 
archaeological treasures is a huge business 
worth billions of dollars and called for 
the creation of state ownership of all 
antiquities. He also urged Nigeria to 
begin bilateral negotiations with the U.S. 
and Germany for the return of some of 
Nigeria’s artifacts. The Director-General 
of the NCMM noted that Nigeria has 
suffered greatly from unlawful pillaging 
of her cultural property that has depleted 
Nigeria’s national collections and added 
to those of other nations. (Source: Daily 
Champion [Lagos], 1/29/10).

Nigeria Entertainment Industry 
will Enter the International 
Market

The Nigerian Export Promotion 
Council (NEPC), World Bank, National 
Film and Video Censors Board (NFVCB) 
and Nigerian Copyright Commission 

(NCC) are joining together in a project, 
“Harnessing the Nigerian Entertainment 
Industry for Formal Export,” which they 
believe will earn considerable foreign 
exchange. The World Bank is providing 
$20 million for the project. Part of the 
project is to facilitate opportunities 
for entrepreneurs who wish to go into 
exports.

The head of the NEPC criticized the 
activities of pirates who have affected 
the careers of many Nigerian musicians 
who could have contributed to the 
global music industry. The Nigerian 
music industry produces an average 
of 550 albums of different types of 
music annually and an estimated 1,200 
concerts and musical shows take place 
each year, accounting for a combined 
$105.5 million. She urged that the 
Federal Government should consider the 
contribution of the creative industries 
to the gross national product. (Source: 
Vanguard, 5/6/10).

Polio Campaign Aims to Vaccinate 
77 Million

The second three-day round of a 
synchronized campaign to vaccinate 77 
million children against polio in 16 West 
African countries took place in April. 
The wild polio virus has been reported in 
eight countries in the past six months—
Burkina Faso, Chad, Guinea, Liberia, 
Mali, Mauritania, Senegal, and Sierra 
Leone, according to WHO and UNICEF. 
The immunizers will return to the areas 
targeted in the first round which took 
place in March and where 10 percent or 
more of the children were missed.

Prior to 2008, most West African 
countries had been declared polio-free, 
until the disease spread from Nigeria for 
the second time in five years. Nigeria 
is one of four polio-endemic countries, 
including Afghanistan, India, and 
Pakistan. However, polio levels in Nigeria 
have declined dramatically, with only two 
cases to date in 2010, down from 193 in 
the same period in 2009, evidence of the 
impact of religious and traditional leaders. 
(Source: IRIN [Dakar], 4/26/10).
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Friends of NIgeria
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For new members, please provide all of the information requested.
For renewals, please include any changes (please check mailing label above for renewal date).
For donations, specify how it is to be used - VSO or Fantsuam Project and/or unrestricted.

Name _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________

Home Phone__________________________ Work Phone_____________________________  

Email______________________________________________________________________

Current Occupation_____________________ Employer____________________________________

Peace Corps Nigeria group ______ PC Service 19____ to____  PC Town _____________________

PC School/Agency____________________ PC Job _______________________________________

Make a Contribution (Tax Deductible) to FON
Join or Renew Your Membership

Support VSO Volunteers in Nigeria...Keep the lorry rolling!
Support the Fantsuam Foundation program

___   Permission to use this information on the FON website Membership Directory

___   I do not wish this information to be shared with the NPCA

___   Friends of Nigeria Membership        - Individual    $20  ____        - Family   $30 ____

___   National Peace Corps Association (NPCA) - Individual Membership   $35

___   FON VSO Project Donation (Tax Deductible)           -  $35  ____  $50  ____  $75 ____  $100  ___  Other $_________

___   FON Fantsuam Project Donation (Tax Deductible) -  $35  ____  $50  ____  $75 ____  $100  ___  Other $_________

___   FON Unrestricted Donation (Tax Deductible)         -  $35  ____  $50  ____  $75 ____  $100  ___  Other $_________

___   I’ll help with the newsletter                                	 ___   I’ll help with special projects 

 Comments and ideas welcome:____________________________________________________________________________________        
 Make your check payable to Friends of Nigeria and mail to Treasurer Peter Hansen, address at top of this page.
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